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Investing in the future

Your investment in University Academy will
ensure that our students continue to benefit from
the academic instruction, guidance and technolo-
gy necessary to achieve their goals of a college
education and a better life for themselves and
their future generations. Donors are invited to
invest in University Academy in any of the

following ways:

Donate

University Academy has established strong part-
nerships within the Kansas City area. Individual
donors, local businesses, and foundations invest
in our students generously each year through
grants, scholarships, our annual gala benefit,

cash, and in-kind contributions.

Volunteer

University Academy relies on families of students
and the community to supplement the time and
resources the faculty and staff devote to educating
and shaping well-rounded citizens. Opportunities
for volunteers include (but are not limited to):
Helping students with homework, volunteering

in the library/media center, accompany students
on field trips, assisting a teacher in a classroom,
and helping students with community service

projects.

If you are interested in donating or volunteering
your time, please contact:

Gary Martasin, Director of Communications &
Development, 816-412-5983, or e-mail at:

martasing@university.org
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We are off and running to another
exciting and rewarding year at University
Academy. We have a fantastic, dedicated
staff who are committed to providing the
best education possible to our
students.

As usual, we continue to have the
privilege of working with over 1,100 of
the brightest and most talented
students in all of Kansas City.

And, of course, our parents are
extremely supportive and truly under-
stand the value of a good education for
their children.

Thank you for allowing me to be
Superintendent of this great institution. |
look forward to meeting and working with
each of you as the school year

progresses.
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On August 14, University Academy opened it’s
doors to the smiles and anticipation of over 1,100
students. “It’s hard to believe how far we have come in
such a relatively short period of time, said Cheri
Shannon, Superintendent. “We are more focused then
ever on establishing a college
preparatory environment as we not
only prepare our students for suc-
cess in higher education, but

also for success in life.”

While UA continues to offer a
rigorous K-12 curriculum, there

are a number of new programs

8th grade student Zakiyah Ameerah Allah .
works closely with new computer teacher, ~ Elfrank, music; Todd Harvey, Asst.

that are beginning this year that &
the staff is excited about. A new
computer technology class has Chanda Vochatzer
been added for grades 5-8. This class is set-up to teach
students how to properly utilize computer programs that
will benefit them in their academic work within the core
classes.

Mrs. Lori Butler, principal of the intermediate academy
explained a new homework program that’s set to begin in
September. The program is called, “Backpack-tivities”.
Twice a week, individual third and fourth grade students

will bring home a backpack with a scholastic activity that
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is designed to be completed as a family. Students and
their families will be asked to complete the activity and
document their thoughts. Among the materials will be a
disposable camera for each family to take pictures of the
student and family engaged in the activity. Photos will be
posted on the “Wall of Fame”. Many other programs and
activities will be featured as the year
progresses.

UA is also extremely happy to wel-
come our new staff members for the
‘08-"09 school year. Asha Abbott,

1 1st; Mark Barber, 5th; Mathew Brand,
| 2nd; Toni Cherrito, 1st; Brianne
Coleman, kindergarten; Rhonda
Collins, Asst. Principal K-2; Larry
| Eichner, kindergarten; Michelle

Principal 3-6; Glinda Kerans, 6th;
Mark Landes, Principal K-2; Jill Lauer, kindergarten;
Lauren Miller, paraprofessional; Audrey, 5th; Alesha
Roberson, counselor K-6; Andrea Ryan, 4th; Teresa
Sheeder, 4th; Andrea Sola, 6th; Dana Thompsen, 3rd;
Chanda Vochatzer, computers technology; Dustin Danner,
PE; Michelle Elfrank, music; Mallory Skinner, 7th grade
math; Lisa Thomas, assistant principal/middle & upper;

Kathy Yates, English; & Brianne Kneisley, English.
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